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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 
Lavinia L. Dock, R.N., Department Editor 

SERMONS IN STONES: A HIGH ENCOUNTER 1 
By Rev. Robert Davis 

AT this moment and in this place it is the invisible, a thousand 
times more than the visible, it is the unheard, that raises the 
occasion up out of the commonplace into a moral importance. 

Behind this nurse of America the eye of the spirit can see the 
long line of working nurses whom she represents. They have wished 
to erect an enduring memorial to their belief in the profession of 
nursing. They have wished to put the seal of their admiration, the 
sanction of their love, upon the careers of the two hundred and 
eighty-five nurses who paid the cost of being a nurse in the hour 
of war. 

Behind the Directrice of this training school the eye of the mind 
can see those who for thirty years have supported her and her ideal ; 
those who have been patient during the long delay, until the public 
they served were ready for their standard of technique and personal 
character; those who have by now passed from this world, but we 
are responsible for this school and its place today. 

Back in the youth of our race, back on the misty rim of history, 
when God spoke to men, when a high impulse entered into the souls 
of men or when men associated themselves in a solemn public obli- 
gation, they set a stone upon the face of the earth. The stone was 
an enduring mark, that time would not destroy, that passers-by 
would not overlook. And thereafter, those who travelled that way 
bared the head, whispering "Once God was here; here our fathers 
engaged themselves for a high encounter." 

Dumb stone! we bid you speak. Other stones will be placed 
about you, but you will remain the central step of the entry stair- 
case. All who enter and leave this building will touch you as they 
pass. We bid you speak to these who come to learn. Tell them 
that they enter the profession which, above all that are open to 
women, demands patience, self-forgetfulness, and every sweet virtue 
that God puts into the human heart. Tell them that the nurse who 
enters a home to help when ordinary helpers have failed, she to 
whom the defiled reach out their hands for purification, the hopeless 

1 Address given at the laying of the cornerstone of the Nurses' Memorial 
Building, Florence Nightingale School, Bordeaux, France. This address has 
appeared in the British Journal of Nursing, August 20, 1921, but because of the 
general interest of American nurses in the Memorial to which they have con- 
tributed, we reprint it here. 
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for hope, the abandoned for love, may win rewards such as no other 
profession can hope to merit or receive. 

dumb stone! speak to those who pass back and forth, saying 
that this is one of the few spots where the working women of the two 
great republics have met in cooperation; that sisters of different 
bloods who shall never see one another, have joined in this achieve- 
ment to aid women to better realize their own powers, and to better 
serve their lands. 

Dead stone, live ! Live, because those in whose name this build- 
ing is erected were alive. They were drinking deep of the crimson 
draught of life and danger when their end came. Those who love 
them best have wished to rear no dead memorial, no statuary aloof 
in marble immobility. Their monument is this school, this engine 
for human welfare. Stone, live! as a symbol that those who have 
passed from sight still live. They live because each of those who 
cared for them has resolved to do her own part and a little more, 
that among us all the world may not lack the service they would have 
offered. Live ! tell us again that the immortality of our beloved is in 
our own hands. 

Solid stone, on your stable base, let not the years disturb you. 
You are the symbol of the deathless force that binds the two repub- 
lics together. You represent the fundamental alliance that the 
maladjustments of the moment may not change. The alliance be- 
tween France and America is not only political, not only economic, 
not only historical; the deathless alliance between the countries is 
based on faith ; for both believe that it is the supreme business of a 
state to equip its youth to serve well; both believe that in giving 
life one gains it more abundantly. This common faith, held by one 
land as by the other, is the ground of our union. 

ITEMS 

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 

THE Danish Council of Nurses has arranged to hold a business 
meeting of the International Council of Nurses in Copenhagen 
next May, between the 22nd and 27th. For the transaction of busi- 
ness, elected delegates, as well as national officers will be summoned 
to Copenhagen. It is probable that only the European countries can 
send delegates at this time, but any who can attend will form a 
quorum, and agenda can be drawn up and acted upon. New mem- 
bers to be admitted make the most pressing demand for action. 
There is also a new secretary to be chosen, as Miss Dock intends 
resigning the secretaryship in favor of some younger woman. 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR DEVASTATED FRANCE 

WE have received, through Miss Maxwell, a report of the work 
of the Department of Child Hygiene and Public Health Nurs- 
ing written by the Directrice, Evelyn T. Walker. 

Department of the Aisne: The nurses employed in this department are all 
French, sixteen field nurses and one supervisor. Thirteen of these nurses come 
from the Ecole Florence Nightingale, Bordeaux; two from the American Hos- 
pital, Paris; two are French graduates of English hospitals. Their supervisor, 
Mile. Monod, is a graduate of the Ecole Florence Nightingale, and has recently 
returned from America where she has been studying American public health 
methods at Columbia University and in the large cities. 

Each nurse has a certain number of villages under her care and in those 
villages she knows all the children from birth to fourteen years, all the pregnant 
mothers, and all the sick people, her calls come to her from the mayor, the 
priest, the schoolmaster and the people themselves, and of course the doctor, 
though it is more often she who calls the doctor. She visits every village every 
two weeks to watch the babies and look after the child of pre-school age; she 
arranges the medical examinations of the school children, helps the doctor, and 
does the follow-up work; she advises the pregnant woman and helps her to make 
arrangements for her confinement, and she cares for the sick and injured, for 
we still have many shell accidents. Each nurse has a Ford camionette at her 
disposal, otherwise she could not cover a quarter of the territory for which 
she is responsible. 

Records. — Realizing the importance of statistics, especially at this time in 
France, records are very carefully kept, the card system is used with daily and 
monthly report sheet, separate records are kept for (1) babies under two years; 
(2) children of pre-school age, two to six years; (3) school children, six to 
fourteen years; (4) pre-natal and post-natal cases; (5) sick adults. From these 
records can be compiled almost any statistics that are demanded and the de- 
mands are not few. 

Ambulance Service. — Three committee ambulances are always in service, 
as this is the only means of transporting the sick in this region. More than two 
thousand cases have been transported to hospitals and doctors' offices in one 
year. 

Department of the Marne, Reims: Ten months ago the American Com- 
mittee took over the British Nursing Committee in this city, as they were about 
to close down for want of funds and the town of Reims offered considerable 
assistance if the work should be continued. Then there were three British nurses, 
now there are eight, under a British Directrice. They work on the outskirts of 
Reims where the need is greatest. Their work is almost entirely the care of the 
sick in their homes and dispensary work. 



TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES AT RIO DE JANEIRO 
The National Public Health Service of Brazil has founded at Rio a training 
school for nurses of both sexes, in charge of Dr. M de Abreu. There is already a 
training school there for attendants to serve in the colony for the insane, besides 
the training school for nurses connected with the Hospital Nacional and in charge 
of Prof. Juliano Moreira, who is director general of the official care for the in- 
sane. — Journal of American Medical Association. 



